
For Immediate Release 

CONTACT: 
Lindsey Heiss, South Dakota Cattlemen’s Association, Communications and Membership Director               605-945-2333 communications@sdcattlemen.org


SDCA Urges Passage of H.R. 926, STOPP Act of 2007

Pierre, SD (May 17, 2007) – Protecting private property rights is crucial to members of the South Dakota Cattlemen’s Association.  We applaud the leadership Representative Herseth Sandlin has exhibited by introducing H.R. 926 the “Strengthening the Ownership of Private Property Act of 2007,” also known as the “STOPP Act.”  
SDCA policy supports efforts by Congress to rectify the potentially negative impacts of the 2005 Kelo v. the City of New London court ruling that upheld state and local eminent domain authority to seize private property for commercial economic development purposes.  H.R. 926 would prohibit any state or local political subdivision from receiving Federal economic development assistance if that state or local subdivision uses eminent domain to obtain property for private commercial development use or fails to pay the relocation costs to persons displaced by the use of eminent domain for economic development purposes.  
“This bill acts as a disincentive to state and local government authority in exercising eminent domain for community development, but does not bar them from doing so.  By introducing H.R. 926 Rep. Herseth Sandlin is helping ensure farmers and ranchers will remain in control of their property without local government interference,” said SDCA President Scott Jones.    

The Fifth Amendment was written to protect Americans from this type of action, by stating that ‘private property shall not be taken for public use, without just compensation.

“We thank Representative Herseth Sandlin and the cosponsors of this legislation for recognizing its importance to our nation’s farmers and ranchers,” said Jones.  
The South Dakota Cattlemen’s Association is working to advance the interests of South Dakota’s Cattlemen through the representation and promotion of the beef industry.
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