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2025/2026 Class I
Seminar I: Industry Knowledge & Critical Thinking

In the introductory session, participants discussed how to identify facts versus arguments, formulate options in the age of
limitless information and explore how bias can influence how information is processed. In the second session of the day,
speakers shared how the cattle and beef industry has changed over time and how advocacy organizations have evolved to
address the ever-changing needs of ranchers and consumers. Participants learned how to stay informed about the issues of
the day and track industry hot topics in real time. In the final session, participants practiced how to research and
communicate effectively about the most controversial topics.

Exploring Bias Exercise

History of the Beef Industry’s Many Voices
Jaclyn Wilson, Rancher | Lakeside, NE

South Dakota’s Cattle Industry Over the Years
Shorty Jones, Rancher | Midland, South Dakota
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Seminar II: Spring Tour & Media Communications

This seminar provided a pasture-to-plate experience with participants touring two South Dakota cattle ranches, a processing
facility and a restaurant featuring South Dakota beef. Participants also learned how to effectively tell their story through
various forms of media. The session explored ways to use social media platforms as well as how to prepare for and participate
in traditional media outreach, such as print and radio interviews. A breakout lunch session also explored the use of artificial
intelligence platforms in communications and how to use it effectively.
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Hadrick Ranch Tour

Troy & Stacy Hadrick, Ranchers | Faulkton, SD e
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Symens Brothers Limousin Ranch Tour
Warren Symens, Rancher | Amherst, SD




Seminar III: Community Outreach & Mentorship

Seminar III explored the important connection between agriculture and communities of every size across South Dakota. A
panel of leaders discussed how to communicate that message in our rural and urban communities. Beef Logic Inc. joined the
academy to share how they develop and implement nutrition education programs and content that supports beef in a
healthful lifestyle. At Wings gym, Beef Logic demonstrated their popular Build Your Base program. Participants left with
practical tools to plan events or programs in their own communities. The participants will also discussed how mentorship
strengthens not only participants’ own leadership journeys—but the future of the cattle industry itself.

Stockyards Ag Experience Tour
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INDUSTRY COUNCIL
Ryan Budmayr | President & CEO SD Chamber of Commerce

Kadyn Wittman | SD House of Representatives
Calli Williams | Millennial Rancher, NCBA Trailblzer

Benefits of Beef
Beef Logic

Wings Gymnastics & Beef Up Your Routine

Seminar IV: Fall Tour and Persuasive Communication

Day One of the seminar featured two west river ranch tours and learned about operations that utilize federal grazing permits
in the unique forest landscape. On day two, participants spent the day on the campus of Black Hills State University
building on previous sessions and discussing how to influence others and industry policy through persuasive
communications. Participants learned how to get involved and provide compelling testimony for local authorities, the

legislature, or even congress. //\v\
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Jennings Ranch Tour

JENNINGS BEEF

Fredrickson Ranch Tour Grass Finished Premium Beef

Dinner with Gov. Larry Rhoden & First Lady Sandy Rhoden

Advocacy & Pursuasive Communication
Sam Nelson, Frieberg, Nelson & Ask L.L.P.
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Collaborative Policymaking: Expertise, Advocacy, and Public Voice
Randy Deibert | District 31 Senator

Nicole Uhre-Balk | District 32 Representative
Eric Jennings | Lawrence County Commissioner
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Making the Most of Meetings
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